
SANBORN 
MAPPING AND GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SERVICE 

r ,• . - j i - . ^ 

629 FIFTH AVE 
PELHAM. NY 10803 

914-738-1649 
212-597-4910 

us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 

4117S4 

September 25, 1995 

Linda H. Bochert, Esq. 
Michael, Best & Friedrich 
One South Pinckney Street 
P.O.Box 1806 
Madison, WI 53701-1806 

Dear Ms. Bochert: 

This letter will confirm the information we discussed in our recent telephone conversation. 
You informed me that your client. Northern States Power Company (NSP), has information 
supporting the historic existence of a coal tar pit on a certain property in northern 
Wisconsin; you believe the coal tar pit was operated by a former lumber company owner. 
You further informed me that the Sanborn maps for that property for the period of time in 
question do not depict a coal tar pit. You indicated that the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR) has stated its view that the coal tar pit did not exist because it 
is not shown on the Sanborn maps. 

In response to your inquiry about whether it is possible for site elements to exist yet not 
be depicted on Sanborn maps, I advised you that each Sanborn map we provide is covered 
by the following disclaimer: 

All maps provided as a result of our site search are true and correct copies 
of Sanborn maps that were prepared in the normal course of business 
conducted by Sanborn. The maps were compiled from field observations 
and from relevant public records, but it is not implied by Sanborn or any 
governmental agency, that the maps represent "official" documents. No 
warranty, expressed or implied is made with respect to the information on 
the as to the accuracy, validity, suitability, condition or fitness for a 
particular use or purpose. Due diligence has been exercised by Sanborn 
in the research and preparation of the maps, but Sanborn assumes no 

LARGE SCALE MAPPING AND DATA BASE DEVELOPMENT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY 



-2 

liability to any party for any loss or damage caused by errors or omissions 
resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause. Reproduction of the 
copyrighted maps is prohibited without permission. 

I observed that there may be several possible reasons why a Sanborn map might not show 
a site element supposedly in existence at a particular period in time; including that the 
field surveyor was unable to see it from the street adjacent to the property, (the field 
surveyor did not attempt to, was unable to, or was not required to gain access to the 
property), that it went unnoticed because it was at or below ground level, or that it was an 
element which was not considered to be significant, a risk or hazard at the time the map 
was drawn. 

I further advised you that simply because a site element is not depicted on a particular 
Sanborn maps does not mean that feature either it does not or did not ever exist. The 
Sanbom map is only one piece of potentially available information. 

I understand that you may wish to provide a copy of this letter to the WDNR, and you 
have my permission to do so. 

Should you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

.C. Cherubini 
General Manager 
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